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Schedule of eventsSchedule of events

2026 Interleague – Saturday 23 May

9:00am 	 Gates open

11:15am 	 15 & Under Netball commences

11.50am	 Under 18 Football / 17 & Under Netball teams gather on field in front of Grandstand 

	 MC Joel Peterson to welcome all teams, acknowledgement to country,  
National Anthem and coin toss

12pm 	 Under 18’s Football commences

12:45pm 	 17 & Under Netball commences

2.11pm	 Senior Football / Open Netball teams gather on field in front of Grandstand 

	 MC Joel Peterson to welcome all teams, acknowledgement to country,  
National Anthem and coin toss

2.20pm 	 Senior Football commences

2:30pm 	 Open Netball commences

3:45pm 	 Open Netball – Players and coaches gather on court for presentations

4.45pm 	 Senior Football – Players and coaches gather in front of grand stand on oval  
for presentations

vsvs

www.bendigofnl.com.au
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2026
INTERLEAGUE SPONSORS

Platinum Sponsors

Premium Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Interleague Major Sponsor

League Major Sponsor Netball Major Sponsors

ASPIRE  
EARLY 
OFFER 
PROGRAM

STEP INTO 
THE FUTURE 
WITH AN EARLY 
CONDITIONAL 
OFFER TO LA TROBE
At La Trobe, there’s more 
than one way into uni. The 
Aspire Early Offer Program 
gives secondary school 
students the option to 
secure an early Conditional 
Offer across a wide range 
of our courses at La Trobe 
before finishing Year 12.

 – Locking in your place 
at La Trobe

 – A range of networking, health 
and wellbeing giveaways, 
and invitation to selected 
early access employability 
and careers skills webinar.

 – ATAR Notes+ subscription 
giving you exam 
study support

 – Priority access to on-
campus accommodation

 – Access to travel bursaries 
to study abroad

 – Alternate pathways to 
your dream uni course 

ALL ASPIRE APPLICANTS MUST MEET COURSE PRE-REQUISITES AND ANY EXTRA REQUIREMENTS. 
Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is indicative only. While every effort is made to provide full and accurate information at the time of publication, the University does not warrant the currency, accuracy or completeness of the contents. The University resevrves the right to make changes without notice, at any time in its absolute discretion, 
including but not limited to varying admission or assessment requirements, or varying or discontinuing any course or subject. To the extent permitted by law, the University does not accept responsibility for any loss or damage occasioned by use of any of the information contained in this publication. For course information updates, please visit: latrobe.edu.au. 
La Trobe University is a registered provider under the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS).  CRICOS Provider Code Number 00115M - TEQSA PRV12132; Provider Category: Australian University. Published by La Trobe University, March, 2026. DC42573.

COMMUNITY IMPACT ACADEMIC IMPACT
You’ve made your impact. 
Now let it take you further. Be 
rewarded for your volunteering 
or community contribution 
with an Conditional Offer. 

BENEFITS
 – Early Conditional Offer
 – Access to Aspire 
Scholarships

 – Access to apply for 
most courses

 – New community, and 
recognition of eligible 
prior community service 
once students commence 
their course, in line with 
career ready advantage 
program requirements

Did you get good scores 
in Year 11? Leverage your 
past results to get an early 
Conditional Offer to your 
dream course at La Trobe, 
no ATAR required!

BENEFITS
 – Early Conditional Offer 
 – No ATAR required
 – Access to a broad 
range of courses

EVERYDAY IMPACT
You don’t need the perfect 
record. Just the drive 
to make your impact. 
Find a direct pathway 
into university study – 
no ATAR required. 

BENEFITS
 – Early Conditional Offer
 – No ATAR required
 – Access to apply for  
packaged course offers  
(Diploma to Bachelor 
pathway) 
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BFNL Manager, Tom King
From the Chair

Brett Fitzpatrick

The Bendigo Football Netball League today 
proudly returns to the traditional format of 
Interleague Football and Netball, welcoming 
the Ovens and Murray FNL to the best ground 
in country football, the Queen Elizabeth Oval. 

Led by Chair, David Sinclair and General 
Manager, Kane Arendarcikas, the OMFNL are 
a powerhouse of country football and netball 
and today we reignite a rivalry that so many 
remember and cherish from years gone by. 

Interleague competition has taken many 
forms over the years and today marks an 
exciting return to one of country sport’s most 
anticipated occasions.

With both leagues showcasing the very best 
talent available, spectators are set to enjoy 
an outstanding display of competition and 
skill. The day features five highly anticipated 
contests across both football and netball, 
including 15 & Under, 17 & Under and Open Age 
Netball, along with Under 18 and Open Age 
Football. Across all grades, today promises 
to deliver a fantastic showcase of talent, 
commitment and representative pride.

Both leagues are also proud to support a new 
initiative introduced by The Herald Sun and 
Weekly Times, in partnership with the Beyond 
Blue Foundation, recognising on-field success 
with an award being presented to the league 
achieving the best overall results across all 
football and netball grades.

While one league will ultimately celebrate 
success on the scoreboard, we are equally 
mindful of the broader purpose behind this 

initiative and the awareness it seeks to create. 
The messages of connection, support and 
mental wellbeing extend beyond today’s 
competition and into our teams, clubs, 
colleagues, families and wider communities.

Days like today do not happen without 
support from League sponsors and today we 
thank Workforce Security as long time BFNL 
representative supporters. We also thank 
Kieser Bendigo, Guzman y Gomez, Evolution 
Pools & Spas, Bendigo Mazda, Simon Rosa 
Landscaping, La Trobe University, Fair Dinkum 
Builds Bendigo, Coolabah Turf and Fortem 
Financial. Please make sure you support those 
that support us. 

We congratulate all players representing their 
league today, from those proudly wearing 
representative colours for the very first time to 
those returning once again to the interleague 
arena. We encourage you all to compete with 
pride, embrace the occasion and provide a 
memorable spectacle for everyone watching at 
the QEO and beyond - one that will be spoken 
about long after the final siren.

Finally, we extend our congratulations and 
appreciation to all coaching staff, managers, 
medical teams, runners and volunteers 
involved. The time, commitment and energy 
you dedicate behind the scenes is invaluable, 
and today’s event would not be possible 
without your efforts.

We wish all teams the very best and look 
forward to a fantastic day of Interleague 
Football and Netball.
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Associated Partners

Major Partners

Official Partners

SS&A O&M FOOTBALL NETBALL LEAGUE

2026 SPONSOR RECOGNITION
Naming Rights Partner
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BFNL Manager, Tom King
O&M FNL Chair

David Sinclair

The SS&A Ovens & Murray 
Football & Netball League is 

once again proud to participate 
in interleague football and netball against the 
Bendigo Football Netball League, continuing 
a rivalry renewed after almost 30 years. In an 
era increasingly dominated by talent pathways 
and elite programs, these matches provide an 
important opportunity for our footballers and 
netballers to test themselves against the best at 
community level.

Our footballers and netballers are excited to 
compete at the picturesque Queen Elizabeth 
Oval — one of regional Victoria’s iconic sporting 
venues — against one of the state’s oldest and 
strongest football and netball leagues.

The O&M Senior football team will again be 
coached by Myrtleford and former Werribee 
star Jake Sharp. Jake brings extensive coaching 
experience and a strong passion for interleague 
football and the continued success of the O&M. 
He will be assisted by Jason Hollard, Simon 
Curtis and Nathan Parker, while Ben Talarico 
returns for a third year as coach of our U/18 
representative team.

Former Wangaratta premiership coach Kellie 
Keene will lead the Open netball side, while 
Shaylah House transitions from the U/15s to 
coach the U/17 team. Liv LaSpina and Emma 
Sinclair will oversee the U/15 squad. All bring 
outstanding experience and leadership through 
their involvement in Ovens & Murray netball as 
both players and coaches. Our teams are also 
fortunate to be supported by a dedicated group 
of assistants, managers, trainers, officials and 
volunteers whose commitment ensures these 
programs continue to thrive.

Many thanks to the Lavington and Corowa 
Football Netball Clubs for hosting training 
sessions and providing meals throughout 

the campaign. We also sincerely thank 
Strathfieldsaye Football Netball Club for hosting 
our league on Friday evening and providing 
dinner for the group. Special acknowledgement 
must also go to League staff Kane Arendarcikas 
and Michael Bouquet for their tireless work 
coordinating the campaign and managing the 
logistics.

I would also like to personally thank BFNL Chair 
Brett Fitzpatrick, League Manager Tom King 
and the Bendigo Football Netball League Board 
for inviting the O&M to participate and for their 
ongoing commitment to representative football 
and netball. While AFL Victoria continues to 
provide no formal interleague structure, we 
remain committed to ensuring this important 
fixture continues, with plans for the match to 
return in 2027 somewhere within the Ovens & 
Murray region.

Finally, thank you to Sandhurst Football Netball 
Club and the City of Bendigo for hosting today’s 
matches at such a wonderful venue.

Best wishes to all players, coaches, officials 
and umpires participating today. We hope for 
a competitive, enjoyable and injury-free day 
across all matches.

Thanks to our business partners, including: 
SS&A Club, Go TAFE, Sundancer Homes, 
McRae Motors, Opal Packaging, CUB, 7Albury, 
1494 2AY, Snap Printing Solutions, Adroit 
Insurance & Risk, Platinum Signs & Media, 
Club Warehouse, Sherrin, New Balance, Health 
Focus Physiotherapy, Footsteps Podiatry, Solar 
Electrical, Tobin Bros Funerals, Premier Data and 
Roadsafe North East.
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Football PreviewFootball Preview

AFTER a wait of 29 years, Bendigo finally has 
a chance to again lock horns with Ovens and 
Murray on the footy field.

The Simon Rosa-coached Bendigo will 
be aiming to capitalise on home-ground 
advantage at Queen Elizabeth Oval as it strives 
to end O and M’s winning streak against the 
blue and gold.

Past three showdowns between these leagues 
which were in 1992, ’95 and ’97 ended in wins 
for the stars from the border by margins of 14, 
eight and nine points.

A great rivalry between these leagues was 
forged in the inaugural Victoria Country 

championships grand final in 1954 when Ovens 
and Murray defeated Bendigo on Ballarat’s turf.

It was the first of 14 division one triumphs 
for O and M which racked up 20 grand final 
appearances in the top bracket.

Two of Bendigo’s finest inter-league victories 
were in the country championship semi-finals of 
’89 and ’90 against Ovens and Murray.

A 16-point win by a Bendigo team coached 
by the late Neville Strauch and captained by 
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Sandhurst legend Brendan Hartney against 
the O and M in Lavington was capped 
by winning the series grand final against 
Geelong on the QEO.

The following season and Bendigo again 
beat O & M in Lavington on the way to 
being the championships runner-up.

Although the frequency of inter-league 
footy is not what it used to be the “buy-
in” from those selected in their respective 
squads has impressed coaches and 
selectors.

An initial training squad of 53 for Bendigo 
included players from all nine clubs.

At the announcement of the training 
squad, Simon Rosa said the depth of talent 
across the BFNL made selection incredibly 
challenging.

The build-up to the big clash has included 
a training session at Castlemaine, another 
at Dower Park, and two at Queen Elizabeth 
Oval.

The Bendigo FNL has a great mixture 
of premiership-winning experience and 
leadership.

Key players for the Blue and Gold include 
Sandhurst co-coach Fergus Greene on 
a wing or in attack, and a midfield mix 
that includes Castlemaine coach Bailey 
Henderson, Eaglehawk’s Ben Thompson.

Castlemaine’s Michael Hartley will again 
be a crucial target in attack along with 
Sandhurst’s Cobi Maxted and Golden 
Square’s Jack Stewart.
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An outstanding season 
by Kangaroo Flat’s Angus 
Macpherson means he is 
likely to be starting ruckman 
where he teams up with South 
Bendigo’s Brody Haddow and 
Gisborne’s Dylan Johnstone.

For Macpherson the inter-
league is this season’s final 
and a chance to show his skill 
in what’s shaping up to be 
a match of high stakes and 
pressure.

In defence Bendigo has the 
strength of Gisborne captain 
Zac Vescovi, Eaglehawk’s 
Jonty Neaves, and Sandhurst’s 
Lachlan Wright in the marking 
contests.

Versatility and a willingness 
to attack are two of the major 
strengths of both squads.

The blue and gold has the dare 
and dash of South Bendigo’s 
Josh Nitschke, Sandhurst’s 
Lachie Hood, Strathfieldsaye’s 
Zane Keighran, and Gisborne’s 
James Gray.

All 10 clubs in the Ovens and 
Murray were represented in the 
training squad.

The Jake Sharp-coached O and 
M of ’26 will be determined 
to mark four in a row against 
Bendigo in a match where both leagues have 
joined forces to raise awareness about mental 
health.

A great day of footy action kicks off with the 
under-18s.

The Jason Stevens-coached Bendigo has 
several players who have excelled in senior 
footy in this or previous seasons.

All nine clubs were represented in a final squad 
of 26.

Selectors had a tough task of finalising a final 
team of 22 players and three emergencies.

Among those to watch will be Golden Square’s 
Archie Eaton who has kicked 11 goals in five 
senior matches this season.

Gisborne’s Will Elliott has performed well in his 
five senior games for the Bulldogs.

Strathfieldsaye’s Archie Stevens marked his 
senior debut for Storm on Gisborne’s turf and 
has 10 goals in four under-18s matches this 
season.

Storm clubmate Ezekiel Cousins played his first 
senior match against Broadford last Saturday 
and kicked three goals.

Captain of Castlemaine’s under-18s team, Ben 
Jardine has played four senior matches for the 
Magpies this season.

South Bendigo’s Logan Howell was in the 
Bloods’ senior team in the season opener at 
Broadford and previously played senior footy 
for Maryborough.
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Fergus Greene
Sandhurst FNC

##66

BFNL SENIOR
 FOOTBALL

11
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Gabe Richards
South Bendigo FNC

GSGS
BFNL SENIOR

 FOOTBALL
BFNL OPEN  

NETBALL

11
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Ash Ryan
Kangaroo Flat FNC

WAWA
BFNL OPEN

 NETBALL
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Central Victoria's Largest Distributor  
Awards | Trophies | Promotional Products

126 Mollison St, Bendigo | greatideas@awardsandgifts.com.au | (03) 5443 1266

awardsandgifts.com.au
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Providing a personalised experience with a singular focus on helping you achieve 
your goals. This is the core of our business and our long-term partnerships and 

committed client base are testament to this intent.

If you’re ready to make a change for the better – FORTEMFORTEM can make a difference.

TALK TO US ABOUT:TALK TO US ABOUT:
 Business planning for growth or 

downsizing 

Accounting & Tax Agent Services 

Cash-flow Management

99 Queen St, Bendigo.
03 5441 3377
fortemgroup.com.au  
Grandeur Private Pty Ltd (ABN 64 613 155 025), trading as FORTEM Business Solutions. Certified Public Practice Chartered Accountants Australia & NZ. 
CHF & A Pty Ltd (ABN 33 607 621 867), trading as Fortem Advice and its advisers are authorised representatives of Fortem Wealth Management Pty Ltd (ABN 61 657 151 436), AFSL 561 619.

TIM CROKE 

DIRECTOR 

LISA WILLS 

DIRECTOR 

Investments & Asset Management 

Superannuation & Retirement planning  

(including SMSF) 

Personal Insurances & Business Succession

BUSINESS ADVISORY & WEALTH MANAGEMENTBUSINESS ADVISORY & WEALTH MANAGEMENT
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Bendigo Building at 337 Hargreaves St, Bendigo, 
Vic, 3550. Phone: 1800 806 387
Our Club would not be able to exist without the 
support received from our Club Partners and we 
ask that whenever you are seeking a product or 
service, you support those that support South 
Bendigo.
We sincerely thank all South Bendigo’s Major 
Partners for Season 2024.
All Seasons Resort Hotel, Belvoir Park 
Estate, Bendigo GWM Haval, BLR Provincial 
Construction, Grill’d Healthy Burgers, Kelly 
+ Partners, Kennington Tavern, McDonalds, 
Millennial Finance, Old Boundary Hotel, On 
Site Laboratories, Power’s Country Express, 
PRD Real Estate, Simcon, Stoneman’s IGA 
Kennington Village and Summertime Pools.
We also appreciate the support of our other 
key partners for Season 2024. Arnold Dallas 
McPherson, B&D Foods, Blackbird Mortgage 
Brokers, Breach Apparel, Central Kitchens, 
Club Lime, Coffee Co, Edwards Signs, Erindale 
Farm Butchery, Goodyear Autocare – McIvor 
Rd, GPO, Intersport Bicknells, Kennard’s Hire, 
Physiotherapy Centre Bendigo, Poolwerx, 
Profusion Fuels, Quality Hotel Lakeside, Rod 
Poyser Inspections, SEDA, Southern Shorthaul 
Railroad, Support Base and Windscreen City.
SUPPORTING SOUTH BENDIGO
IT’s IN THE BLOOD

Some Key 2024 dates for all Bloods Supporters!
• September – Volunteers Required for BFNL 

Finals Series.
• Thursday September 26th – South Bendigo 

Senior Presentation Night at Harry Trott
This week’s matches are brought to you by our 
Partners, Bendigo GWM and Arnold, Dallas and 
McPherson.
Bendigo GWM-Haval joined South Bendigo as a 
Major Partner again in season 2024.
Thanks to Greg and his team for their support 
and we ask that all “Bloods” supporters keep 
in mind the fantastic GWM-Haval range that 
is available at Bendigo GWM and support a 
fantastic business that supports our club.
It is great to see more and more GWM’s in the 
South Bendigo Car Park !
Located at 119 -141 Midland Highway, Epsom, 
you will be able to see the Tank 4x4’s, Cannon 
Utes, Haval SUV’s and Ora EV’s.
The best part is every GWM comes with 7-year 
unlimited km warranty, 5 years capped price 
servicing and 5 years roadside assist plus 
discounted pricing for ABN holders!
For further info, contact Greg and the team on 
03 5442 3999 and tell him you are from the 
“Bloods”!
Arnold Dallas McPherson are long term 
supporters of the South Bendigo Football 
Netball Club.
Our team of Personal Injury Lawyers – which 
includes five Law Institute of Victoria Personal 
Injury Accredited Specialists – can assist injured 
Victorians with all types of injury claims.
Having acted on behalf of thousands of injured 
victims for over 30 years, we have successfully 
delivered compensation payouts for the pain 
and suffering and lost wages that injured people 
have endured as a result of their injuries.
Why Arnold Dallas McPherson?
We understand that dealing with lawyers can 
be daunting. We take the time to make sure that 
you understand your rights and responsibilities, 
our role in assisting you, and explain your case 
clearly and concisely.
Arnold Dallas McPherson Lawyers head office 
in Bendigo is located in the Old State Bank 

Club Notes

THE BENDIGO RECORD 
IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
BENDIGO FOOTBALL NETBALL LEAGUE

Printed by Bart ‘n’ Print 
20-22 Deborah Street, Bendigo VIC 3550

Important: The contents of this book have been carefully 
compiled, and are believed to be correct at the time of 

publication. The Executive of the BFNL, Bart ‘n’ Print, their 
Agents or Servants, do not, and will not hold themselves 

responsible whatsoever for any errors or omissions, 
whether caused by negligence or otherwise, relating to 

the contents of this book.
PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

Level 1, 45-49 Mundy St, Bendigo 
PO Box 415 Golden Square 3555 

Phone (03) 5434 2400
Please send all material to be published in the BFNL 

Record to: footballnetball@bartnprint.com.au
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EVERYTHING FOR YOUR
FOOTBALL & NETBALL SEASON

Visit our website: sportspowerbendigo.com.au
342 Hargreaves Street, Bendigo VIC 3550

 Phone: 5443 3069 Email: bendigo@sportspower.com.au

• FOOTY BOOTS • NETBALL SHOES • FOOTY SHORTS
• FOOTY SOCKS • TEAM EQUIPMENT AT CLUB PRICES

facebook.com/sportspowerbendigo

FOR YOUR TOTAL PARTY HIRE
Full range of Marquees, Tables & Chairs, Catwalks & Staging, 

Market Umbrellas, Wine Barrels, Single & Double Toilets

TELEPHONE 5442 2222
Email: sales@bendigopartyhire.com

41 Havilah Road, Long Gully

SEATING COOKING LIGHTING MARQUEES TABLES
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Netball
A grade: In an intense match between South 
Bendigo and Golden Square, both teams fought 
for the win in the wet. South initially dominated, 
establishing a well-deserved nine goal lead 
through disciplined, calm and possession 
netball. As the game progressed into the third 
quarter, we began to make unfortunate errors 
unlike our first half. These mistakes provided 
Golden Square with opportunities to close the 
gap, building suspense in the game. The final 
moments of the match were tense. Despite 
South Bendigo’s efforts to build the pressure, 
Square managed to edge ahead in the last 
five minutes finishing with a two-goal win. All 
units on the court gelled and played consistent 
netball and it’s a definitely a game we should be 
proud of.
A Reserve: A Reserve had a close 3 goal win 
over Golden Square. Great to see a solid 
performance by the team throughout the game. 
Best Players were Sophie and Alison.
B grade: B grade came out strong against 
square in the first quarter making a good lead 
early on. Despite the rainy conditions they 
played their own game were able to keep 
control of the ball and move it down the court 
well. They strategically forced some high balls 
which allowed intercepts and increased their 
lead for a well-deserved win 45-27.
B Res: B Res was in for an early morning this 
weekend, despite the earlier time, court change 
and unpredictable on and off weather, we still 
put out our best netball and really brought it 
against square. We built a lead and continued 
to build on it throughout the game by taking 
advantage of all turnovers, our defensive 
pressure throughout the whole court forced 
plenty of errors for our team to pick up the loose 
balls and convert them into goals. The game 
shown to be quite a physical one, however 
the whole team did really well at keeping a 
level head and adapting to the conditions to 
continue to play our own game! Awards went to 
Montana Pinchbeck and Kasey Button who had 
an impressive 100% shooting accuracy in the 
second half of the game!
Under 17’s: After a bye round, our u17s found it 
hard to keep possession of the ball in the first 
quarter and made silly mistakes that led to a 

4 - 24 lead golden square’s way. Throughout 
the game they showed some great composure 
with the ball, work ethic, and short and sharp 
passing that allowed them to adapt to the 
unpredictable weather. But unfortunately, as the 
game progressed, square stormed away with 
the victory, 20 - 69. The the u17s pushed through 
to the final minutes with lots of defensive 
pressure and gains, despite the score and 
weather, and look to our final game next week 
against Eaglehawk for a positive end to the year. 
Awards this week went to Nevaeh and Jorja for 
their persistence and constant contribution to 
the team for the whole 60 minutes.
There is plenty happening around our great 
club as we move to September.
Now is the time we really need everyone’s 
support as we get to the business end of the 
season across our whole club.
South Bendigo will be supplying the catering to 
the Bendigo FNL Finals Series in 2024.
We are calling for volunteers from across our 
club to fill various shifts at the finals. Get your 
own team together so you can get in on the 
roster early. It is a big task which is a major 
fundraiser for our club. Let’s all get behind this. 
Check our Facebook page for the link to sign 
up or see Damien Power and he will be able to 
help you sign up.
The winner of last week’s Round 17 $110 
“Bloods Jackpot” was Rowly Polglase with # 
20 – Well Done Rowl and thanks for supporting 
the Bloods!
Support South Bendigo in the 2024 Toyota 
Good For Footy Raffle.  There are 49 different 
prizes valued at $ 293,762 starting with a 
Toyota Kluger Hybrid vehicle!  Tickets are $5 
each and the best part is - 100 % of the $5 
goes to support our great club.  Please share 
amongst your friends, family and workmates 
and use this link with South Bendigo FNC 
in it. The link for South Bendigo is: https://
toyotagoodforfooty.raffletix.com.au/
southbendigofnc
Please head to the South Bendigo FNC 
Facebook and Instagram pages for all the 
updates on things going on around the club. 
Thanks to all those who contribute content for 
these sites. It certainly makes our club stronger.

Club Notes
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Ladders & Goals

Seniors
LAST

ROUNDTOTAL

Fergus GreeneSandhurst 276
Harry LuxmooreGisborne 151
Brock HarveySouth Bendigo 050
Jack StewartGolden Square 547
Steven StroobantsSouth Bendigo 147
James SchischkaStrathfieldsaye 047
Pat McKennaGisborne 346
Michael HartleyCastlemaine 042

Reserves
LAST

ROUNDTOTAL

Hayden DoricicGisborne 235
Jakob FinchStrathfieldsaye 020
Edward WilliamsGisborne 219
Matthew BarakeGisborne 118
Darcy EdmistonGolden Square 416
Jasper StewartSandhurst 216
Tim BrooksKangaroo Flat 016
Tommi TurnerGolden Square 014

Under 18s
LAST

ROUNDTOTAL

James WilkinsonGolden Square 344
Oscar CailSandhurst 241
Lincoln McKernGolden Square 126
Xavier GrantGolden Square 324
Archie EatonGolden Square 023
Chaz HolmanCastlemaine 021

SeniorsPWLDPts%

Sandhurst 15132052296.62
Gisborne 15132052208.64
Golden Square 16106040159.81
Strathfieldsaye 15105040147.35
Eaglehawk 1587032138.13
Castlemaine 1578028108.41
South Bendigo 1541101669.13
Kangaroo Flat 1531201254.69
Maryborough 150150014.76

ReservesPWLDPts%

Gisborne 15132052287.54
Sandhurst 15132052220.4
Golden Square 16115044165.18
Eaglehawk 159603691.2
Strathfieldsaye 158703296.03
Kangaroo Flat 157802887.93
Castlemaine 1541101648.77
South Bendigo 1531201223.58
Maryborough 1500000

Under 18sPWLDPts%

Golden Square 16151060324.83
Sandhurst 15141056407.67
Gisborne 15105040229.66
Castlemaine 158703294.91
Kangaroo Flat 1577130120.78
Strathfieldsaye 156902462.64
South Bendigo 1541101657.73
Eaglehawk 152130824.56
Maryborough 151131632.14

We pride ourselves on our expert knowledge and in providing
personalised solutions to fit your needs.

Tax Services 
Business Start Ups 

425 Hargreaves Street, Bendigo
admin@vmgaccounting.com.au           Ph: 03 5443 0800

Business Services 
Superannuation
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Netball PreviewNetball Preview
BFNL, O&M big guns primed for Interleague stoush

BFNL and Ovens and Murray netball leaders 
have identified the ability to adapt to changing 
game situations and fresh opponents as the keys 
to success in their senior netball showdown at 
the QEO today.

As with most interleague contests - the first 
of two involving the two leagues over the next 
two years – the much-anticipated clash will 
present plenty of unknowns, headlined by player 
unfamiliarity.

The two leagues have squared off only 
occasionally over the last decade in Association 
Championships round robin matches (two eight-
minute halves), but have never played each 
other in a full-scale interleague clash.

Bendigo won the last such meeting 18-10 in 
2023, despite the O&M playing off in the final 
against Banyule District and the BFNL being 
eliminated in the semi-finals.

While O&M have regularly been involved in 
interleague matches in recent times against 
Goulburn Valley, this year’s clash marks a return to 
representative netball for the BFNL senior team, 
which last played against Outer East in 2018.

Pi
cs

 c
ou

rt
es

y 
SA

A
 Im

ag
in

g,
 B

en
di

go

Pi
cs

 c
ou

rt
es

y 
SA

A
 Im

ag
in

g,
 B

en
di

go



INTERLEAGUE 2026 - 18 - MAY 23 INTERLEAGUE 2026 - 19 - MAY 23

Four of the players from that game – Chelsea 
Sartori, Abbey and Ash Ryan and Meg Williams 
– will again don the blue and gold.

With a prodigiously talented line-up, boasting 
plenty of VNL and other big game experience – 
and even a sprinkling of SSN representation – at 
her disposal, BFNL coach Tarryn Rymer is rapt to 
back on the interleague stage.

“Obviously, with the structure, it’s been 
more manageable going back to just the one 
(interleague) game and having more players 
available for selection,” she said.

“It’s going to be great for the girls to test 
themselves against an obviously strong Ovens 
and Murray.

“It’s a long way for their players to come and it’s 
a bit of an unknown. We don’t really know too 
much about any of their players.

“I feel it’s pretty important for us to have a 
versatile group, to change the combinations up 
as much as we may need.

“But we’ve tried to make sure we have some 
existing connections across the court when 
selecting the team.”

The BFNL team, to be captained by two-time 
league best and fairest Sartori, comprises 
players from four of the league’s nine clubs.

Four are from reigning premiers Kangaroo 
Flat, including former Melbourne Vixen Ruby 

Barkmeyer – the vice-captain – 
three from Gisborne, two from 
Sandhurst and one from South 
Bendigo.

Rymer - a dual A-grade 
premiership coach with 
Gisborne - sees her side’s 
versatility and established 
connections as their strength.

“It will be one of those games 
in which we will have to 
adapt and try and figure out 
our opponents as quickly as 
possible,” she said.

“But the other side of it is, 
when you don’t know too much 
about the opposition, you are 
able to really focus hard on our 
ourselves and what we do.

“We’ve talked about being 
flexible and being able to 
change things up, depending 
on different game scenarios 
and what is thrown at us.”

Strong all over the court, 
the experience and skill of 
Barkmeyer and Abbey Ryan, 
combined with the strength 
and smarts of South Bendigo’s 
Gabe Richards in attack, shapes 
as an obvious key to victory.

Like the BFNL, O&M will boast 
plenty of existing connections, 
with only four clubs represented 
in the 12-player team, including 
a team-high five from second-
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placed Wodonga Raiders and four 
from Wodonga.

Undefeated league leaders 
Yarrawonga have two players in the 
team – Mandy Allan and Gemma 
Muldoon – while Mikaela Trethowan 
is the sole Corowa-Rutherglen 
representative.

O&M netball director Tamara 
Matthews is excited by the team’s 
blend of youth and experience and 
overall high-calibre of talent.

“A lot of our players have played 
rep netball before, but we also have 
some young up and comers and 
some new faces coming through,” 
she said.

“It’s a nice mix.

“What we do have is some nice club 
connections through the team, with 
most clubs having more than one 
representative.

“That’s a real bonus in terms of on-
court connection, as we have seen 
in the past.

“Wodonga Raiders are certainly 
having some big wins and have 
just the one loss to Yarrawonga, 
who were grand finalists against 
them last year, and are traditionally 
strong.”

Matthews hailed the inclusion 
of Raiders goal keeper Eliza Mooney as a big 
inclusion for the O&M.

No stranger to Bendigo netball fans, Mooney 
is into her second season with the Strikers VNL 
23-and-under team and was their best and 
fairest last season.

“She’ll give us some great height, combining 
with our other defenders in her Raiders 
teammate Mackenzie House and Cara Woodman 
(Bulldogs), against some pretty quality Bendigo 
shooters,” Matthews said.

At the other end of the court, Wodonga Bulldogs 
goal shooter Molly Moylan is coming off an 
impressive national championships campaign, 
helping Victoria to an under-19s bronze medal.

The 18-year-old last year co-captained the 
17-and-under state team.

Joining her in the goal circle will be experienced 
interleague reps, Yarrawonga’s Allen and 
Raiders’ Emily Stewart and Taylor Donelan, best 
on court in her club’s first-ever A-Grade netball 
premiership last season.

Matthews said the opportunity for the league 
to test itself against one of country Victoria’s 
acknowledged best in Bendigo was one too 
good to pass up.

“We are aware that there are some very high 
level netballers playing in that competition; 
it’s going to be great for our girls to come up 
against some fresh faces,” she said.

“We’ve worked hard on trying to get our 
selection processes right in terms of building a 
culture and team of players who feel privileged 
to pull on and Ovens and Murray dress.

“These girls want to be there.”
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Jonty Neaves
Eaglehawk FNC

##2828

BFNL SENIOR
 FOOTBALL
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YOU WILL SUPPORT 
LOCAL CANCER  
PATIENTS

GET YOUR TICKET NOW CORVETTEFORCANCER.
COM.AU 

RAFFLE IS DRAWN ON 13TH JUNE

YOU COULD WIN OVER  
$300K WORTH OF PRIZES

Platinum Partners

Supporting Partners

HEAD OFFICE 

PO Box 817, Irymple, Victoria 3498 

Phone: (03) 5024 7455 

Fax: (03) 5024 7266 

Email: info@sunraysiapetroleum.com.au 
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15 & UNDER NETBALL15 & UNDER NETBALL

Coach: Steph Freemantle

Assistants: Nikkea Lee-Hogan

Team Manager: Bec Macumber

Coach: Olivia La Spina

Assistant: Emma Sinclair

Netball Director: Tamara Mathews

1/4 TIME 1/2 TIME 3/4 TIME FINAL

BFNL

O&M FNL

Name Club

Alana Borchard Sandhurst

Ava Hope (C) Golden Square

Elle Gilchrist (C) Sandhurst

Ellie Macumber Sandhurst

Evie Gretgrix Sandhurst

Harper Gordon Sandhurst

Maddison Ryan Golden Square

Mia Smith South Bendigo

Piper Fynch Castlemaine

Regan Hay Golden Square

Sienna Raco Sandhurst

Training Partners

Alicia Crowley Sandhurst

Lily McKee South Bendigo

Ruby Kelly Sandhurst

Name Club

Ruby Cardwell Wodonga

Milla Corcoran Myrtleford

Jessica Jones Lavington

Sienna Linssen Wodonga

Ruby Livingstone Wodonga

Lexie Looby Wangaratta

Goldie Lyons Lavington

Emerson O'Neill Wodonga Raiders

Ella Polkinghorne Wodonga Raiders

Indi Rijnbeek Wodonga Raiders

Grace Saunders Wangaratta

Hayley Way North Albury
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17 & UNDER NETBALL17 & UNDER NETBALL

Coaches:  
Sharni McPherson and Nikki Donnollen

Team Manager: Jo Morrish

Coach: Shaylah House

Assistant: Bridget Flint-Chapman

Netball Director: Tamara Mathews

1/4 TIME 1/2 TIME 3/4 TIME FINAL

BFNL

O&M FNL

Name Club

Ady Nielson Strathfieldsaye

Alexis Manson Kangaroo Flat

Anya Basilewsky Golden Square

Chloe Tweed Strathfieldsaye

Eden Pollard Strathfieldsaye

Juliet Hogan Golden Square

Lexie Fennell Strathfieldsaye

Lily Wise Golden Square

Peyton Chambers Kangaroo Flat

Rachael Flood (C) Golden Square

Scout Hayes Golden Square

Sophie McDermott Strathfieldsaye

Training Partners

Maycee Rinaldi Sandhurst

Eve Grant Sandhurst

Name Club

Chelsea Ackerly Lavington

Brylee Carkeek Wodonga Raiders

Ahri Cohen Wodonga

Gemma Corcoran Myrtleford

Lainey Draper Wang Rovers

Zali Fryer Wodonga Raiders

Zahra Hazeldine Myrtleford

Izzy McMahon Wangaratta

Chloe Richardson Wodonga Raiders

Maddie Smith Wodonga Raiders

Lucy Tinkler Wodonga Raiders

Emergencies:

Isy Kreutzberger Lavington

Priya Kohlhagen Lavington
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OPEN NETBALLOPEN NETBALL

Coach: Tarryn Rymer

Team Manager: Kellie Martin

Coaches:  
Jodie House, Kellie Keen

Netball Director: Tamara Mathews

1/4 TIME 1/2 TIME 3/4 TIME FINAL

BFNL

O&M FNL

Name Club

Abbey Ryan Kangaroo Flat

Ash Ryan Kangaroo Flat

Charlee Kemp  Gisborne

Chelsea Sartori (C) Kangaroo Flat

Gabe Richards South Bendigo

Kirby Elliot Gisborne

Meg Williams Sandhurst

Ruby Barkmeyer (VC) Kangaroo Flat

Sophie Shoebridge Sandhurst

Tilly Shepherd Gisborne

Name Club

Maddy Allen Yarrawonga

Taylor Donelan Wodonga Raiders

Blaynee House Wodonga Raiders

Mackensey House Wodonga Raiders

Gemma Muldoon Yarrawonga

Molly Moylan Wodonga

Maisee Pell Yarrawonga

Brielle Reeves Wodonga

Emily Stewart Wodonga Raiders

Maggie St. John Wodonga Raiders

Mikaela Trethowan Corowa Rutherglen

Cara Woodman Wodonga
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209 High Street, Bendigo 
Phone: 03 5445 8900
www.bendigomazda.com.au

@BendigoMazda

@BendigoMazda

LMCT 10151

BENDIGO MAZDA
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No Player Club Goals Behinds

2 Jack Fallon South Bendigo

5 Bailey Henderson (VC) Castlemaine

6 Fergus Greene (C) Sandhurst

8 Jack Stewart Golden Square

8 Zane Keighran Strathfieldsaye

9 Brody Haddow South Bendigo

10 James Gray Gisborne

11 Lachie Hood Sandhurst

12 Tyson McKenzie Strathfieldsaye

14 Dylan Johnstone Gisborne

15 Caleb Connick Sandhurst

16 Zac Vescovi Gisborne

17 Josh Nitschke South Bendigo

18 Tom Strauch Golden Square

19 Nick Keogh Kangaroo Flat

20 Lachie Wright Sandhurst

26 Oscar White Eaglehawk

27 Tyh Evans Eaglehawk

28 Jonty Neaves Eaglehawk

29 James Schishka Strathfieldsaye

30 Michael Hartley Castlemaine

31 Jayden Burke Golden Square

37 Harrison Sheahan Castlemaine

42 Ben Thompson (VC) Eaglehawk

43 Cobi Maxted Sandhurst

47 Angus MacPherson Kangaroo Flat

BFNL SENIORSBFNL SENIORS

1/4  
TIME

1/2  
TIME

3/4  
TIME

FULL 
TIME

Coach: Simon Rosa

Assistants:  
Tyrone Downie, Wayne Mitrovic,  

Bryce Curnow, Troy Coates, 
Nick Carter, Nathan Thompson

Team Manager: Russ Schishka

Runners:  
Adam Baird, Kain Robins

Fergus Greene 
Captain

Bailey Henderson  
Vice Captain

Ben Thompson 
Vice Captain

LEADERSHIP
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No Player Club Goals Behinds

1 Charlie Morrison Wodonga

2 Alex McCarthy Wangaratta Rovers

3 Ashton McPherson Myrtleford

4 Jack Glanville Lavington

5 Harry Hewitt Wangaratta

6 Jake Gaynor Albury

7 Noah Bradshaw Wodonga

8 Patrick Lavis Corowa  
Rutherglen

10 Josh Muraca Myrtleford

11 Nick Bracher Wodonga Raiders

13 Bailey Frauenfelder Yarrawonga

14 Jack Mapleson Wangaratta

15 Foster Gardiner North Albury

16 Archer Scammell Wodonga Raiders

17 Jaxon East Myrtleford

18 Will Christie (C) Wangaratta Rovers

19 Ty Quade Albury

20 Tom Bracher Wodonga Raiders

21 Riley Smith Myrtleford

22 Alex Bennett Lavington

23 Max Byrne Albury

24 Tom Forrest Corowa  
Rutherglen

25 Kaelan Bradtke Corowa  
Rutherglen

26 James Georgialis Wodonga Raiders

27 Jace McQuade Wangaratta Rovers

28 Tim Oosterhoff Lavington

29 Harvey Cribbes Wodonga Raiders

30 Jack Elliott Yarrawonga

O&M FNL SENIORSO&M FNL SENIORS

1/4  
TIME

1/2  
TIME

3/4  
TIME

FULL 
TIME

Coach: Jake Sharp

Assistants:  
Charlie Morrison, 

Andrew Mann, Scott Rowan

Team Manager: Greg Dawson

Bench: Anthony Laspina

Runner: Nathan Parker
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Free support now  
for people in Bendigo  
and Echuca

How do I access support? 
Free call 1800 332 501
Bendigo • 03 5497 5600 
BendigoLocal@mindaustralia.org.au 
3/15 Hopetoun Street, Bendigo VIC 3550

Echuca • 03 5412 6600 
EchucaLocal@mindaustralia.org.au 
222 Ogilvie Avenue, Echuca VIC 3564 

We are now offering support if you would like to talk 
to someone about your mental health and wellbeing 
in Bendigo and Echuca (servicing Greater Bendigo, 
Loddon and Campaspe).

Support is available for people aged 26 years and 
over and you don’t need a referral, Medicare card 
or visa. You can talk to staff who have their own 
experiences of mental health challenges and/or 
alcohol and other drug use.

This service is delivered by Mind Australia in 
partnership with Echuca Regional Health, The 
Salvation Army, Bendigo Health, Bendigo District 
Aboriginal Cooperative (Greater Bendigo) and 
Thorne Harbour Health.

More information

29
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Bailey Henderson
Castlemaine FNC

##55

BFNL SENIOR  
FOOTBALL
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No Player Club Goals Behinds

1 Anthony Gray (C) South Bendigo

3 Will Bartlett (Dep VC) Strathfieldsaye

4 Joshua Kelly Golden Square

6 Louis Eddy South Bendigo

9 Will Elliott (VC) Gisborne

13 Lachlan McKay Sandhurst

21 Harry Byrne Sandhurst

22 Lachie Magee South Bendigo

23 Ezekiel Cousins Strathfieldsaye

24 Xavier grant Golden Square

25 Riley Evans Gisborne

32 Campbell Wood South Bendigo

33 Miller Armstrong Sandhurst

35 Ben Jardine Castlemaine

36 Riley O’Donnell Strathfieldsaye

38 Logan Howell (Dep VC) South Bendigo

39 Oliver Britt Castlemaine

40 Oscar Giddings Castlemaine

41 Jabe Brown Broadford

44 Ali Gill Eaglehawk

45 Seamus Doherty Strathfieldsaye

46 Will Mayes Strathfieldsaye

48 Brayden Franken Kangaroo Flat

49 Archie Eaton Golden Square

50 Archie Stevens Strathfieldsaye

BFNL UNDER 18sBFNL UNDER 18s

1/4  
TIME

1/2  
TIME

3/4  
TIME

FULL 
TIME

Coach:  
Jason Stevens

Assistants:  
Lachie Ratcliffe,  

Josh Baird, 
Jeremy Rodi

Team Manager: 
Brendan Stewart

LEADERSHIP

Anthony Gray 
Captain

Will Elliott 
Vice Captain

Will Bartlett 
Deputy Vice Captains

Logan Howell 
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No Player Club Goals Behinds

1 Owain Boyle Wangaratta

2 Max Collins Wodonga

3 Callum Moffat Wodonga Raiders

4 Jesse Quade Albury

5 William Harrington North Albury

6 Zachary Harris Wodonga Raiders

7 Harrison Westmoreland North Albury

8 Harry Goonan Lavington

9 Branden Parkin Wodonga

10 Archie Jaques Yarrawonga

11 Zachary Harris Wodonga Raiders

12 Jed Marek Wangaratta 
Rovers

13 Jai Sneddon Yarrawonga

14 Jayden Forge Corowa  
Rutherglen

15 Riley Griffiths Lavington

17 Rhys Finnimore Wodonga Raiders

18 Riley O’Sullivan Albury

19 Blake Morgan Albury

20 Samuel Trembath Yarrawonga

21 Jack Parker Wangaratta

23 Ashton Scholz North Albury

24 Lenny Sims Wangaratta

25 Jye Eckhardt North Albury

26 Jack Ford Wangaratta 
Rovers

27 Eli Saunders Wangaratta 
Rovers

29 Nick Morrison Albury

O&M FNL UNDER 18sO&M FNL UNDER 18s

1/4  
TIME

1/2  
TIME

3/4  
TIME

FULL 
TIME

Coach:  
Ben Talarico

Assistants:  
Luke Sims, Brady Morton, 

Chris Knowles

Team Manager: Vince Jones

Bench: Simon Plunkett

Runner: James O’Brien
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BFNL OPEN  
NETBALL
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Kirby Elliot
Gisborne FNC

WDWD
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Zane Keighran
Strathfieldsaye FNC

##88
BFNL SENIOR

 FOOTBALL
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awm.mmem.com.au/bendigo
1 Adam St, Bendigo VIC 3550

Ph (03) 5442 5699

evdealergroup-byd.com.au
Midland Highway, Epsom  Phone: 5444 8900

34
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Bendigo Bank Central Victoria

Amy knows banking
If you need help with yours, you need to meet Amy.

Amy shares her knowledge of banking so you can achieve what you want

from life.

And, she can meet you when and where it suits you; at the branch, over the

phone, or via video call.

If you need help with your banking, call Amy Kenyon, Home Lending

Specialist on 03 5485 6206 or search Bendigo Bank Mitchell St.

bendigobank.com.au
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phone, or via video call.

If you need help with your banking, call Amy Kenyon, Home Lending

Specialist on 03 5485 6206 or search Bendigo Bank Mitchell St.

bendigobank.com.au
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Joshua Kelly
Golden Square FNC

##44

BFNL UNDER 18  
FOOTBALL
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Hartney reflects on Hartney reflects on 
Bendigo’s glory days Bendigo’s glory days 

against O & Magainst O & M
There were many highs across Brendan 
Hartney’s footy playing career of 223 matches 
for Sandhurst and more than 20 representing 
the Bendigo Football Netball League.

Among the greatest for the league legend was 
being captain of the Bendigo FNL team which 
beat Ovens and Murray in the Victoria Country 
championships semi-final at Lavington in 1989.

It was the first time Bendigo had won in O and M 
territory near the border.

A team coached by the late Neville Strauch and 
led by Hartney scored a 16-point win on a muddy 
and wet Lavington ground.

Later in the season and Bendigo defeated 
Geelong in the championships decider at Queen 
Elizabeth Oval in Bendigo.

“The semi-final against O and M in ’89 was one 
of the best wins to be part of,” Hartney recalled 
in the lead-up to the inter-league rivalry being 
renewed on May 23 at the QEO.

“That was as good a win as I have played in,” 
Hartney said.

“Bendigo had never beaten O and M up there.”

The Strauch-led inter-league campaign of ’88 
until ’90 is a golden era for the Bendigo FNL.

After being runner-up to Geelong in ’88, Bendigo’s 
run a year later began with a win against Goulburn 
Valley in Shepparton, and then against O and M in 
Lavington.

“Belief in the team grew dramatically after the 
semi-final.”

Hartney said the catalyst for Bendigo’s success 
began three seasons earlier when Bendigo beat 
Ovens and Murray at the QEO by 34 points.

The team was coached by Denis Higgins, a 
premiership-winning coach with Eaglehawk who 
later took charge at South Bendigo.

“Denis was one of the best coaches I have had,” 
Hartney said.

“His passion for inter-league was incredible. 

“O and M had won the championship the year 
before, so it was an enormous effort to beat them.

“The work Denis and the selectors put in and 
preparation on our opponents was amazing.”

By 1988 it was Neville Strauch who was coaching 
Bendigo.

“Neville was so thorough in everything he did. 
His research, attention to detail, and being able 
to have players want to play inter-league was 
amazing.”
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The 2026 Interleague is 
captured by our friends at 
SAA Imaging. 
Featuring a range photos  
of both football and netball,  
SAA Imaging always  
produce fantastic photos  
of each match.
View all our galleries and 
purchase your digital 
downloads via the QR  
Code or visit:  
www.bendigofnl.com.au/
photos/

INTERLEAGUE PHOTOS
YOURS TO BUY

The loss to Geelong in the ’88 grand final ignited 
a spark for Hartney and a talented squad to be 
number one a year later.

Bendigo’s run to the ’89 title was led by the 
likes of South Bendigo coach Peter Bradbury 
and gun rover Peter Tyack, Castlemaine’s Keirin 
Lourey and Lachy Butler, Sandhurst full-back, 
Eaglehawk’s Bert McIvor and Peter Crone, and 
Northern United’s Matt Allan and Rick Marklew.

The blue and gold beat O and M in a semi-final a 
year later, but Bendigo’s quest for back-to-back 
titles was thwarted by Latrobe Valley in Sale.

Most of Bendigo’s campaign across three years 
was away from home.

“The bus trips played a big part in team bonding, 
as did some training sessions in Castlemaine and 
Kyneton,” Hartney said.

“Neville’s goal was to involve all the league as 
much as possible.

“Opponents became team-mates for a few 
matches and all wanted success.”

A dual premiership player with Sandhurst and 
winner of the Michelsen Medal as league fairest 
and best in ’87 and ’89, Hartney said playing inter-
league was something he aspired to do from a 
young age.

“Inter-league matches were like finals and there’s 
so many great memories from those days.”

The Hartney’s family involvement with Sandhurst 
FNC and the Bendigo FNL stretches back more 
than 80 years.

Another fierce rivalry is played out this Saturday 
when Sandhurst takes on South Bendigo in 
Kennington for the Graeme Wright Memorial Cup.

A big crowd is likely to include Brendan Hartney 
watching on.
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BFNL Manager, Tom King
Living the Game

A word from the Umpires

Just as being chosen to represent your League in football or netball is considered an honour, so too 
for umpires to be selected to officiate. We congratulate the following football umpires who have been 
chosen to represent their respective leagues:

Age Discipline
Year began 

umpiring
# Games 
Umpired

BENDIGO UMPIRES
David Carter

24 Field 2016 300
Nathan Dunn

18 Field 2021 210
Chris Sexton

15 Boundary 2024 33
Blake Dobbin

16 Boundary 2023 96
Paul Martin

56 Goal 2017 364
Coby Hilson

16 Field 2022 124
Jobe Hutchinson

14 Boundary 2024 57
Carter Andrews

15 Boundary 2024 50
Will Dohnt

23 Goal 2021 127

Age Discipline
Year began 

umpiring
# Games 
Umpired

BORDER UMPIRES
Aaron Thrum

25 Field 2017 114
Cameron Bywater

16 Boundary 2024 55
Dylan Sidebottom

24 Field 2014 105
Isaac Moore

17 Boundary 2022 125
Peter Keen

47 Goal 2022 88
Ryan McMahon

48 Goal 2005 137
Thomas Johnston

18 Boundary 2020 130
Tommy Lockhart

17 Field 2023 86
William Sayers

15 Boundary 2023 101

Pics courtesy SAA Imaging, Bendigo
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Rachael Flood
Golden Square FNC

BFNL 17 & UNDER
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Ady Nielson
Strathfieldsaye FNC

GS/GKGS/GK

GSGS



INTERLEAGUE 2026 - 42 - MAY 23 INTERLEAGUE 2026 - 43 - MAY 23

Anthony Gray
South Bendigo FNC

##11

BFNL UNDER 18
 FOOTBALL
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www.bendigosbestsportfm.com
Listen Live Across Central Victoria on 101.5 FM  

or tune in to Community Radio Plus or TuneIn radio apps

Celebrating 40 Years continuous  
Live Central Victoria Live Football 

2026 SPONSORS
Don’s Small Goods • Jason Westcott Builder • Bendigo Electronics • Parson’s Towing 

Steve Barty Gas • Moon Bali Massage • Picture Art Plus  

Local footy – 
the place we wanna be.

It’s Fresh Live. 

On Air from 1.30pm

Bendigo FNL 
vs O&M FNL

FOOTY FRESH CALLING TEAM:  
Cameron Power, Jackson Saunders, Wayne Mitrovic,  

Mick Delaney and John Hunter

LIVE FROM BENDIGO'S QUEEN ELIZABETH OVAL
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Ruby Barkmeyer
Kangaroo Flat FNC

GAGA
BFNL OPEN
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nationalhc.com.au
6 Schoder St, Strathdale VIC 3550
Ph 5443 6333
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LA TROBE
SPORTS
CENTRE

LA TROBE
SPORTS
CENTRE

@latrobesport@latrobesport latrobe.edu.au/sportlatrobe.edu.au/sport

NEED A MID SEASON VENUE CHANGE
UP? BOOK THE LA TROBE SPORTS
CENTRE INDOOR COURTS FOR YOUR
CLUB’S NEXT TRAINING SESSION

NEED A MID SEASON VENUE CHANGE
UP? BOOK THE LA TROBE SPORTS
CENTRE INDOOR COURTS FOR YOUR
CLUB’S NEXT TRAINING SESSION

SCAN HERE TO HIRE 
OUR INDOOR COURT

SCAN HERE TO HIRE 
OUR INDOOR COURT

OPEN 
DAY
Bendigo 
24 August
9am - 2pm
23
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THE BENDIGO RECORD IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE BENDIGO FOOTBALL NETBALL LEAGUE
Printed by Bart ‘n’ Print, 20-22 Deborah Street, Bendigo VIC 3550

Important: The contents of this book have been carefully compiled, and are believed to be correct at the time of publication. The 
Executive of the BFNL, Bart ‘n’ Print, their Agents or Servants, do not, and will not hold themselves responsible whatsoever for any 

errors or omissions, whether caused by negligence or otherwise, relating to the contents of this book.
Please address all correspondence to: PO Box 415 Golden Square 3555, Phone (03) 5434 2400

Please send all material to be published in the BFNL Record to: footballnetball@bartnprint.com.au
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Mental health is major health issue faced by 
young people, affecting as many as one in four 
young Australians aged 12 to 25.
headspace Bendigo helps young people who are 
going through a tough time.
Young people can access headspace Bendigo 
free of charge with experienced health 
professionals that deliver youth friendly services 
including: mental health and counselling; general 
and sexual health; education and employment and 
alcohol and other drug services.
headspace Bendigo is here to help you (or 
someone you know) if you:
• are feeling down, stressed or can’t stop 

worrying
• haven’t felt like yourself for a long time
• can’t deal with school or finding it difficult to 

concentrate

• are feeling sick or worried about your health
• want to cut down on your drinking or drug use
• want to talk about sexuality, identity or 

relationships
• are having difficulties with friendships
• have sexual health issues or want to find out 

about contraception
• are being bullied, hurt or harassed
• are worried about work or study or if you’re 

having money trouble
12-25 year olds can get health advice, support and 
information from headspace Bendigo by calling 
5434 5345 or by dropping into the headspace 
Bendigo at 78-80 Pall Mall, Bendigo.
You can also find us on facebook, headspace.
org.au and eheadspace (eheadspace.org.au) or 
1800 650 890.
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Gifts Under $100Gifts Under $50Gifts Under $25

Gifts Under $200 Gifts Under $500

Tee-up the best gifts for Dad this

Ends 1st September 2024. Conditions apply.
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Gisborne 106Castlemaine 12
Sandhurst 81Strathfieldsaye 26
South Bendigo40Golden Square 42

Gisborne 72Castlemaine 19
Sandhurst 44Strathfieldsaye45
Maryborough51Eaglehawk 37
South Bendigo51Golden Square48

Gisborne 71Castlemaine 30
Sandhurst 45Strathfieldsaye35
Maryborough 15Eaglehawk58
South Bendigo 43Golden Square 29

Gisborne82Castlemaine 23
Sandhurst 58Strathfieldsaye 32
Maryborough 26Eaglehawk 54
South Bendigo 45Golden Square 27

Gisborne37Castlemaine37
Sandhurst51Strathfieldsaye36
Maryborough48Eaglehawk 30
South Bendigo 20Golden Square 69

Netball Results
A GradePWLDFAP%

Gisborne 13121077536848210.60
Kangaroo Flat 13112088240444218.32
Sandhurst 13112081943444188.71
Strathfieldsaye 146805256432481.65
Eaglehawk 136704606542470.34
Golden Square 1441004977581665.57
South Bendigo 132110432628868.79
Castlemaine 131120412913445.13

A ReservePWLDFAP%

Gisborne 15150096943260224.31
Strathfieldsaye 15114076061144124.39
Kangaroo Flat 15104177059642129.19
Sandhurst 15105075555940135.06
Maryborough 1595163563438100.16
South Bendigo 1551005907682076.82
Castlemaine 1531205498321265.99
Eaglehawk 152130528814864.86
Golden Square 162140532842863.18

B ReservePWLDFAP%

Sandhurst 15150093342860217.99
Gisborne 15132086947552182.95
Kangaroo Flat 15105068252540129.90
Strathfieldsaye 15105075659440127.27
South Bendigo 1587067156032119.82
Eaglehawk 1569061858524105.64
Golden Square 1641205267781667.61
Castlemaine 152130490899854.51
Maryborough 1501503641065034.18

B GradePWLDFAP%

Gisborne 15141089845456197.80
Sandhurst 15132084552052162.50
Kangaroo Flat 15132073750852145.08
Strathfieldsaye 1596071667236106.55
South Bendigo 156816306842692.11
Castlemaine 1551005206872075.69
Eaglehawk 1541016177511882.16
Golden Square 1631305637601274.08
Maryborough 150150383873043.87

17 & UnderPWLDFAP%

Golden Square 16151091454360168.32
Sandhurst 15141092941356224.94
Maryborough 15114063859744106.87
Strathfieldsaye 1578064660828106.25
Castlemaine 1568168565726104.26
Gisborne 1568168466326103.17
South Bendigo 1551004816372075.51
Eaglehawk 1531203807701249.35
Kangaroo Flat 150150328797041.15
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with Richard Jones

BFL finals close as 1926 
season winds up

Just as the finals loomed closer during 
the 1926 season power club Sandhurst 
warmed up for the big games ahead with a 
convincing late season win.
The Maroons downed arch-rivals South 
Bendigo at the Upper Reserve (later known as 
the QEO).
Also on the winner’s list close to a century 
ago --- 98 years, to be exact --- Castlemaine 
downed Eaglehawk by 34 points at Canterbury 
Park while Echuca snuk home in a close one 
over arch-rivals Rochester by less than a goal.
That match ended in near darkness, so even 
though it was late August the timekeepers 
mustn’t have been keeping very close eyes on 
the time clock.
And as was the custom back-in-the-day 
the BFL Football Follower record included a 
weekly update on the then VFL.
There was just a Top Four all those years ago 
with Collingwood, Geelong, Melbourne and 
Carlton occupying the leading ladder positions.
Battling with Carlton for fourth spot and the 
last place before the 1926 finals started were 
Essendon, Richmond and South Melbourne 
which, of course, now plays as the Sydney 
Swans in the AFL.
They’ve retained the traditional red and white 
colours, but no longer sport the striking red V 
on the front of the guernsey.
But back to the BFL’s 1926 season late in the 
action.
Castlemaine booted 6.5 to 1.0 in the opening 
term against the Hurst Maroons in the 
concluding home-and-away fixture.
And although the Maroons got within four 
points late in the piece the Magpies held on for 

victory by less than a goal and finished the ’26 
season in second position.
It wasn’t over when the final bell sounded, 
however.
The central umpire indicated he was reporting 
the Maine for providing inappropriate change-
room facilities and added to his paperwork 
by reporting a Castlemaine official for “using 
insulting language “ towards him.
Fortunately for Castlemaine with the finals 
only a week away no fines --- or more 
importantly, no suspensions --- resulted from 
the field umpire’s allegations.
The Maroons, meanwhile, beat Eaglehawk 
in the second last round before losing to the 
Maine as noted above.
They had the BFL’s leading goalkicker for 1926 
in Percy Forbes who nailed 70 majors.
He’d booted 10 goals in the penultimate 
home-and-away round against Eaglehawk 
but Forbes’ feat was almost overshadowed by 
the central umpire’s performance.
He handed out an amazing, for the times and 
possibly for all time, 154 free kicks: 88 to the 
Hawks and 66 to Sandhurst.
And just for the record, here are the 1926 grand 
final scores  --- BFL: Castlemaine 13.18 (96) 
def. S’hurst 8.16 (64). VFL: Melbourne 17.17 
(119) def. Collingwood 9.8 (62).
The loss must have spurred the Victoria Park 
Magpies on because they won the next four 
flags in-a-row, 1927-1930: four consecutive 
premierships still the VFL/AFL record.
Three-in-a-row over the hapless Richmond 
Tigers and the fourth, in 1930, over Geelong.

Reflections . . .
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